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ABSTRACT

Among many genres of life-writing, the study ofyizas been a recent phenomenon. It is basicatijudy of the
identity of the self and its exploration. Diary agenre is variously defined by critics owing ®iitterdisciplinary nature.
In the first half, this paper examines the originpwth, and nature of diary writing in the world d@analyses especially the
tradition of writing a diary in prisons. In the saad part, the article explores two prison diaridgolitical prisoners of India
during the Emergency (1975). These are Prison Digryayaprakash Narayan and A Prisoner’s Scrap-Bnok.K.Advani.
The diary of JP, pregnant with fiery words, poiots the lacunae in the contemporary democraticesysind stresses the
need to restore the receding values in the mirideeolaw enforcing authority and calls for a totavolution. The diary
of Advani chronicles of unflinching dedication tods achieving the vision of an ideal nation and péssionate effort to

restore democracy in India through his writing. Wiy diaries is a form of political action to bothese writers.

KEYWORDS:Prison Diaries, Emergency in India, Political Prisers, Suppression of Fundamental Rights, Incarcamnat

- ldealism of Great Leaders

INTRODUCTION

“It is said that no one truly knows a nation uptile has been inside its jails. A nation shouldb®ofudged by how

it treats its highest citizens, but its lowest ohes
—Nelson Mandela

Diaries have always been a significant source ptiwrang the lives of legendary figures. They haeema popular
form of literary writing right from ancient time&rigin of the diary could be traced to ancient Greeitings. The ancient
philosophers of Greece used to observe the stdase day-to-day events with the movements oftidns sind record carefully
minutes details of day-to-day activities. Later Bomans followed the same methods. Thus a varfedjaoies for specific
purposes came to be maintained since medieval timéke kings and rulers also maintained diarieichviare a source
of valuable information. Jayaseela Stephen obsenvaer article “Diaries of the Natives from Portaery and the Prose
Development of Tamil in the Eighteenth Century'ttha

Although kings and rulers in the past have takertrthuble to leave behind records about the palitiad economic

affairs in their kingdoms, it seems that diarieswee understand them today, were maintained iin& by the rulers of Sung

| Impact Factor (JCC): 3.7985 - This article can be@wnloaded fromwww.impactjournals.us |




[ 56 N. Satyanarayana & C. L. L. Jayaprada

dynasty of China as early as in the twelfth andekn centuries (AD.1125-1212). They have recotediaily events in the
court. One of the specific features of the diaisehat they are private and are not meant foripulde (Stephen 144).

The word diary is known by different words in diéat countries. English ‘Diary,’ or ‘Journal,” Geam ‘Tagebuch,’
French ‘Journal,” or ‘Journal in time’and Russian&vink’ are all derived from the root meaning of &ay’. Learning
about great people’s personal lives through diaaies letters is a privilege for the commoner. Tharg archives personal
writing of historical as well as literary figureA. recent statement by Irina Paperno speaks of ¢imeptexity of defining
diary as a mode of writing or as a genre.

The diary, as uncertain genre uneasily balanceddsst literary and historical writing, between tip@staneity of
reportage and reflectiveness of the crafted testtyben selfhood and events, between subjectivilyodpectivity, between
the private and the public, constantly disturbsratits to summarize its characteristics within fdizea boundaries (Paperno
561).

Yet over the years, scholars used diaries as liatdestimony, a literary form, or an autobiograghdocument. The
diaries of Samuel Pepys, Marie Bashkirtseff, AmNiig Franz Kafka, Virginia Woolf, Mikhail Kuzmin, Wbld Gombrowicz,
Anne Frank, and Victor Klemperer are a testimongnduring attraction of diaries for readers. Thayas a literary genre
that reaches out across national borders is perttapisere better exemplified than in the painstakiotgs of Samuel Pepys.
Pepys’s diary covers the years from 1660 to 16A8;ial times in the history of London which incluthe Great Plague of
1665 and the Great Fire of 1666. They were subseiyueublished in eleven volumes. The critics habserved not only
the pains and personal experiences expressed lauther but also a highly polished narrative teghaiof writing. Pepys
wrote both of himself and the world he lived in. Was the first important person to chronicle thg teday personal events
rather than business transactions in the diarjegpie observes,

When diaries are read subsequently, what is nog ptst’ comes alive once more, and exists once matte
‘present’. The diary connects the writer of thewnaith the reader of the ‘then’, offers a uniquaxdow on a specific period
or event (Gillespie 621).

The significant example of diary writing that eveaity led to the publication of path-breaking reséas that of
Charles Darwin. During his voyages, he maintaineecard of biodiversity which later evolved intetholume, The Origin
of Species. Darwin says that he allowed himselfstitésfaction of writing a very brief abstract af theory in pencil in 35
pages and later elaborating the same into 230 pages

Diary writing in those days must have been an andywocess. It must have called for single-minde¢bton day
after day on the part of the diarist especially whe had to fulfill a variety of responsibilities an individual. For many
great people diary writing is not just recordingtloéir daily routine, but a means of exploring thener self in the entries.
The Great Russian writer, Leo Tolstoy’s renowneatids reveal this angle.

What does his project mean? On the basis of hiodeatf diary-keeping, Tolstoy's diaries can be \éevas a life-
long experiment testing the possibilities and ocaists of man’s ability to know, improve, and reggat him. From the age
of eighteen to the age of eighty-two, Tolstoy kagiting in his diary: Who am 1? How do | live? Wisteath? For him, the

diary-writing was a project with far-reaching psgtigical, moral, philosophical significance (Pap68).
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The above instances show how diary-keeping hasicghaped the writing and sharpened the thinkihstates-
men, scientists, and writers in their chosen fielligries of the legendary figures leave behingémarkable legacy and

provide valuable insights into the public and ptéviife of individuals and the working of great atwe minds.

While diary-keeping by free individuals has alwdngen a creative work, for the people in captivigrg writing
has been a source of sharing the thoughts on theesgive and unjust system at work and a relieffemselves as it is
the only way of communication with others. Any foahwriting by the prisoners, in general, is tern@edprison writing or
prison literature. This includes the prison experes and the ideas and reflections of the prisiontétre form of a memoir,
diary, letters, poetry, autobiography, nonfictiand fiction. Of these forms the prison diaries hafteacted the attention of

the intellectuals since the writers have often kiaties to let the world know of the anguish af thcarceration.

In the paper an attempt is made to analyze théediaf JayaprakashNarayan, Prison Diary(1978) adtishna
Advani,A Prisoner’s Scrap-Book (1978). They bothyald a vital role in independent Indian politicspecially in the 1970s
and 80s. Prison is the place for solitary refletfar detenues when they have a lot of time on hBth these prison writers

naturally reflect on their own times, the condigdhey live in and state of the troubled natioarinntense manner.

Prison writing has been regarded as a powerful mefself-expression and a means of expressingdice ofthe
suppressed in jail. At the same time, the writirgflect realistic accounts of misdeeds of authesitf those times. Most of
the writings in jail are mature intellectually asgliritually. Prison writing also enables the writerresist the trauma of his

imprisonment and retain his cognitive abilities.

Diary writing in Prison is a multi-disciplinary gemof writing and it touches many aspects of hutifan When
a person is kept in captivity, the human mind reacttwo ways to the experiences of confinemente @y find prison
conditions so painful that he may divert his thasgh an entirely different direction, and the athgay take confinement
as a state of blissful solitude and an excelleqootinity to consider the past and speculate abfmufuture. Thus one
may become absolutely apathetic to the vile incata or reflect on prison life and voice the suiifig in his writing. In
general, the main motive behind the writings irspni is the strong urge of the writer to keep faitld sanity against all
odds and strong determination to share with ottherénner anguish at the state of affairs. Theieamonditions prompt the
anguished soul to strive hard to speak againstyti@ny and to share his concerns with people ol evidence proves
that prisons have been the birthplaces of manywead writers and their greatest books. It has Ipeeved repeatedly that
the imprisonment could enchain body but it could cauntrol a thinking mind. The diaries chosen héxédly depict the

conditions of the Emergency, the misuse of demgcaad the impending risk of the autocratic ruléndia.

Jaya prakash Narayan and Advani during their cenfient were determined to write against all oddskLat
comfort did not deter them from writing their diesi A Prison Diary and A Prisoner’'s Scrap-Book. kilthe common
prisoners who wrote about their physical sufferidgeng their confinement, these two authors clioskescribe thedegrade
social and oppressive political conditions of tinests. They offer resistance against seemingly edidisorder in organized
establishments. They did not consider their dedendis a personal issue limiting their freedom tascdbed it as a broad
arena of socio-political and economic turmoil idien So the diaries are a powerful medium of exgoesnot only of

contemporary conditions prevailing in the Emergepesiod but also the consequences of the misuaethbbrity.
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One of the finest Gandhian thinkers of modern Indaya parkash Narayan was born in Bihar. When d® i
college, he participated in the Non-cooperation ement. He was a Marxist to the core at the beginbint he turned to
practical socialism on the advice of Mahatma Gandeiremained one of the greatest devoted folloaEkéahatma Gandhi.
The resistance struggle he started against thesitigno of the Emergency catapulted into a greatenoent that finally led
to the defeat of Mrs. Gandhi, the then Prime Meristf India, in elections.

JP’s diary spans the period from 21 July 1975%dNévember 1975 in which his experiences during blgasy
confinement are portrayed vividly. It is an expiessof his struggle against the system as well aescription of the
surroundings in which he was forced to live. Thisrg does not show any bitterness towards the poWwet it shows an
intense opposition towards state-sponsored anamtiylynching of the constitutional missionary. eTdiary shows how
a person would react to the circumstances in whishdreams crumble down when the government behawesary to
reasonable constitutional prescriptions.

At the outset of the diary, Narayan expresses giiah, confusion, and self-doubt, “My world liesshambles
all round me. | am afraid | shall not see it pugdther again in my lifetime. Maybe my nephews aietes will see that.
Maybe” (Prison Diary 1). It was recognition of thiecumstances after nearly a month of reflection.

The author believed that youth had a decisiveirofaaking or unmaking of any nation. He made ibapto write
in his diary to keep a communicative link alive lwitis people. People liked his views, thoughts,idadlogy because heis
clear, transparent, sincere, and practical. Dutilgyperiod, he symbolized humanity itself.

The other objective would be to start a revolutign@ovement of total change in society with thetipgration
of the people, with the youth and students in tiveffont perhaps, either with the cooperation ef government or in a
confrontation with it (Prison Diary 49).

He says that the need of the hour for the countty & comprehensive struggle for change in all aspleat affect
the society. In these lines, JP used his ideologydate awareness in people about the need foluten. He thought that a
popular movement against the excesses of the gmesrirwould be successful only with the involvendithe students and
people. His language is instructive and thoughtwpking.

The writer draws on his mentor Gandhi’s words wihtiobld identify the root of political and moral raade. “Gandhi
called parliamentary democracy a dictatorship efriigjority. What genius had he to go to the vent af things! (Prison
Diary 60)”

JP draws out a plan of total revolution which ca®fthe country from its problems. He suggestsahaan should
possess the things which were enough to satisfynimgmum needs. “Man is both matter and spirit. ks must fulfill
both his material and his spiritual needs” (PriBoary 61). Extending his explanation to the morapiitual framework, JP
analyses how the moral-spiritual aspects are iltad.

This implies a voluntary limitation on consumptiamhich is a moral concept. | do not have ascetidismind.
That is for spiritual seekers. For the average mamall of us, except those who accept asceti@asna way of spiritual

perfection or a full material satisfaction is ifsglspiritual life (Prison Diary 62).
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Continuing his writing, on the same note, JP mestim the postscript the end of the Autobiographyrossell.
According to Russell, personal vision denotes tgldare of things that are noble, gentle, beauéid allowing to gain
wisdom in ordinary day to day life. This socialigis denotes his conceptualization of an ideal $pciehere hatred, greed,
and envy die because there is nothing in the worldourish them. This ideal society was earlieu&lized by one of the
greatest philosophers, Thomas Moore in his famark Wtopia, and later on visualization of this tygfadeal society came
to be known as utopian romanticism. JP was veryhmoftuenced by such Utopian Romanticism and héoti of total
revolution was an ad mixer of Russell’s ideologyg &foore’s utopian vision.

Narayan appeals to the people to fight for thetrighecall their representatives to the parliani&here was a need
for a common citizen like me to speak on behalhefpeople. While | disclaim any authority to spéakthe people, | am
placing here my views as a common citizen (Pris@ryD125).” He explained that right to recall irsime-qua-non for an
effective democratic system. This right includes #lwareness among the voters to choose the rigitirpand awareness
about the work and function of the elected repriedaes.

Finally, the writer hoped that his tryst with tlikea of total revolution would continue with himlasg as God grants
him good health. He urges every person to movedheept of total revolution ahead.

Finally, if God grants me better health in the cognmonths, | look forward to taking up my cry ofabrevolution
and do whatever might lie in my power. Meanwhiles tvork need not be stopped. Let everyone do hisibgly or in co-
operation with others. Here is a beacon light far youth. | hope they will steer the course of ithié towards that light. |
am at their disposal even in my sick bed for adsaicé such guidance as | might be capable of gi{fmigon Diary128).

The above lines state his vision of a great nadioth true democracy. He yearned for highly idealistbility and
commonly useful democratic values. The purposeaarfydwriting is to alert voters to their duty ofrcecting elected repre-
sentatives so that their work contributes to theattm administration through which the fruits of [mentary democracy
reach the common man.

He conveyed his idea of total revolution through pamphlet SampoornaKranthi. His slogan then was iBfore
democracy is dead”.

Sampoornakrantiabnarahai.

Bhawiitihashamarahai (Prison Diary 128).

The slogan is meant to get the attention of thdesits and people towards the concept of total utheol and it
turned into a house-hold word. Everybody wantechtmpaign in elections not to get to power butgbitfithe corrupt ruling
party like any law-abiding citizen. His style wiits rapid pace and succinct sharpness of slogamsayi impression of a

living voice.

The other notable political prison writer duringtBmergency in India is L. K. Advani. He is a chargnorator and
veteran parliamentarian, deeply interested in sso@cerning constitutional law and electoral nefarHe had been also a
journalist by profession before he joined activétjps. He is a recipient of the award for an oatgting parliamentarian. He
is widely regarded as a leader who combines imeidism, integrity and mass appeal. His nineteentmprison
experiences in jail during the political emergeacyl his profound understanding of how Indian democfunctions are
reflected in the insightful dairy. The diary of L.KKdvani’s A Prisoner’s Scrap-Book visualizes asgiees for an ideal

democratic nation.
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During the Emergency, he was tested by many kifidggleersity and he spent those nineteen dark mdrghisnd
bars, dispossessed of communication facilities,eugth of personal contacts except for rare visitaib family. But he had
amiable companions in prison, as well as a bayodwfiger persons to exchange political ideas. Asthentist always thinks
of new ideas, the patriotic intellectuals thinkleé problems of the nation. Those motivated hinvrite the diary. Jayaprada
stated in her article “Writing becomes an act df -seecovery, a way of communicating with peopl& @away of creating a
community and culture with oneself as a memberisgr Writing in India 97). For Advani writing in Bon is also a means
of creating a politically alert community of people

A Prisoner’s Scrap-Book has four parts, “A View Fr&ehind the Bars”, “Underground Literature,” “Soirgtters
and Notes from Jail” and “Appendices”.The papeus®s on the first part of his Scrap-Book “A Viewrfr the Behind the
Bars” which is in the form of a diary.

“A View From Behind the Bars” can imply two things.is a view of the happenings inside the jail andiew of
the world from behind the bars. He thought thatadppolitical and economic situations inside antiside the bars are to be
reformed drastically. First of all, he commentedittthe personal freedom that is enjoyed by theviddal outside cannot be
substituted by any kind of comforts in the jail.rie@ample, in his diary entry on February 23, 1%#b5mentions the example
of Gandhiji's arrest in Aga Khan Palace.

The British kept Gandhiji in the Aga Khan Palace they knew that for Gandhiji that palatial mansieith all its
comforts could never be a substitute for his owsteng Sabarmati Ashram. The British, as far azaltenever bragged
about the money they were spending on Gandhijiafs&ook 106).

Criticism of the British also expresses in a sdaicasay the bitter indictment of the contemporagvgrnment.
Prisoners are always put under an observant eyehvidivery embarrassing to prisoners and is a &fridvasion upon the
privacy of the individual. So these practices apicted and deplored in the book.

Advani's sense of alienation and humiliation, a8l &g his amusement at the turn of events, is ldetanus.

The main room in the guest house has been alltitew. Nayak and Kishan Singh have their luggagedifferent
room but as | am about to retire for the night listSingh enters my room and apologetically asksay'Msleep in here?”
“Why not,” | replied immediately without realizirthat the idea is to keep a watch on me during itiet mlso. Kishan Singh
then mentions that he is the son of Anant Singbetaran freedom fighter of Karnataka. He says ligafelt ashamed of
doing this kind of job because those in detentioih@ moment are also freedom fighters (Scrap-B43}.

In the Emergency, there were many violations of kasvthe prisoner always hopes against hope tkttgwould
be done to him soon. Reading of prison experiengesgolace.

In Solzhenitsyn’s ‘Cancer Ward’ there is a touchpagsage about the feelings of political prisomenennially
looking forward to amnesty  ‘Only a prisonerhiis first year of sentence believes, every timéshummoned from his
cell and told to collect his belongings, that hdésng called to freedom. To him, every whispEan amnesty sounds
like the trumpets of archangels. But they call ldat of his cell, read him some loathsome documants shut him into

another cell on the floor below even darker fromphevious one but with the same stale, used upla amnesty is always
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postponed—from the anniversary of victory to theigersary of Revolution, from the anniversary cé fRevolution to the
Supreme Soviet session. Then it bursts like a leubbls applied only to thieves, crooks, and desgihstead of those who
fought in the war and suffered (Scrap-Book 141).

The comment reflects on the inner world of a de¢eis hope, and despair. Another interesting dsygqmlitical
prisoners’ routine isreading extensively prisontiwg by others in order to gain insight and dragpination.

Advani cites that there were fabricated cases agd#ie political prisoners in the Emergency. Foaragle, the
government tried to silence the voices of oppasitmthe failure of constitutional norms by arregtthem. Later the leaders
of the opposition are retained inside the jail iy framing of false charges. Advani describes ffieia discourse thus,

The law minister, H.R.Gokhale is reported as hagiaigl in Washington (May 1) that the number of izl pris-
oners in India was not in thousands as stateddy\Mastern Press, but only in hundreds! Gokhaletbéidvhile addressing
the Federal Bar Association. He said that therewhnee categories of prisoners; firstly, politipakoners who believed in
violence or had an affiliation with communal bodi&seir number was in hundreds. The second categasyof anti-social
elements. Their number had gone down because ithe tilad gone down. The third category was of ecan@ffienders.
This was a large number because Government had dowre heavily on them! (Scrap-Book 125-126).

Amused by such comments, Advani records that é snkruptcy of philosophy that spreads canardsitathe
opposition parties. He cites several such incidesish give a distorted picture of actual events.

He records the number of cases he and other @blgitsoners filed against the government on viotabf norms
in arresting numberless persons and most impoytantthe undemocratic way constitutional amendmareésmade. These
long drawn struggles are described elaboratelgerpamphlets and they succeed.

Finally, the government was forced to declare elacand release all the Political prisoners duthéosuccess of
multi-pronged struggle.

When he was finally released along with thousatfidsteer prisoners, Advani receives piles of hischied letters in
which a friend writes, “They can steal your freediomt can’t steal your hope.” (Scrapbook 163) Harylis a celebration of
hope and destiny.

The present study undertakes a close look int@tisen writings of JP and Advani. There are a stgksimilarity
and difference between the methods of approachitifgs of JP and Advani. Both are visionaries aadkers after truth and
justice in politics and public life. JP visualizadust society with Total Revolution which was séagty a utopian concept
but in truth thoroughly practical and original idegy. He thought that the social and political detion would be imminent
if social change is brought about. He believed #vedreness should be created among the massestladiouights. Then
only the foundations of a just society would besgy.

Similarly, Advani thought that by creating awarenamong the people, the democratic society woukafeguarded
against falling into the trap of dictatorship. lontrast, JP was an original thinker and he frarheddeology for just social
and political order. Advani commented on varioustemporary political issues and discussed in détaifight to restore

democracy through a series of legal battles.
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Writing in prison serves as a counter inscriptibattvoices the sufferings of prisoners and questibe power

politics, even sanity of civilized living in its wid descriptions. In other words, it is a mediumepress the inner

reflections of captive souls and also a form oftjwall action for the detained.

Both the diaries assume a unique significance algin the history of Indian literature which prdes valuable

insights into the relationship of public and prvdife. Through their writing both the writers urtfee youth to rise to the

occasion in the national reconstruction. Theirdtarsupport of human rights and just causes ofrtss of humanity stands

vindicated in these two texts.
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